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Club Information

The EACC is the club for all Cyclemotor, Autocycle and Moped enthusiasts everywhere.
Membership is just £8.00 a year for UK residents (and its £12.00 for the rest of Europe, &
£18.00 for the rest of the world). The membership forms are available from our website...
or just ask and we’ll s end you one.

Secretary & Web Master.
Andrew Pattle, 7 Unity Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 1AS.
Phone: 01449 673943 E-mail: membership@autocycle.org.uk
Website: http://www.autocycle.org.uk/ Forum: http://eacc.freeforums.net/
Dating Certificates and V765 applications.
As above
EACC Committee Members.
Andrew Pattle (Secretary), Sharon Wikner (Treasurer), Mark Daniels, Alan Course, Paul
Efreme, Martin Gates, Neil Morley, David Watson (Publicity).
Club Officers.
Editor of the MAC David Watson mac.editor.eacc@gmail.com
The c lub ’s newsletter is c alled Th e MAC and it is issued six tim es a year:

February, April, June, August, October and December.
th
Deadline for items to be sent in is the 15 of the preceding month.
Club Regalia.
Martin Gates: martincoluking@hotmail.com.
Contact details for all club officers are on the club information sheet that you get when you
join or renew your membership. Spare copies are available from the website or from the
secretary.
Website: www.autocycle.org.uk
Forum: https://eacc.freeforums.net/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/254351421715768/
Icenicam: http://www.icenicam.org.uk/
The Moped Archive: http://www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~pattle/nacc/arcindex.htm
FBHVC: https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/
Membership fees
Postal membership, please pay £8 via Bank transfer, or £8.60 via PayPal
Email
“
“
“ £4
“
or £4.45 via PayPal
Registration & Dating
£10 per bike, via Bank transfer, or £10.60 via PayPal
Reissued certs are £5
or £5.50 via PayPal
Bank Details- TSB bank, EACC/East Anglian Cyclemotor Club
Sort code 30-93-22 Account number - 00848165
Any dinosaurs still out there: Please make sure cheques are filled out correctly.
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Sections
We have several regional sections that organise events in their areas:
Essex: Paul Efreme 01277 657106 subopef@aol.com
Hertfordshire: Andy Cousins 01462 643564 or 07969 369062
Lancashire Slow Riders: Paul Morgan moggie64@gmail.com
Leicestershire: Jim Lee, 1939– 2021
Jim Lee died in December 2021 at the age of
82. Jim had a lifelong career in motor cycles and
his interest in these began with an autocycle; that
was his dad’s Rudge, which he gave to Jim if he

could get it going. In 1958 he became a test rider at
Triump h’s Meriden fact ory; in those days eve ry
Triumph had a five-mile test before it left the
factory. After he was made redundant in 1973, Jim
set up his own business and this saw him becoming
involved with Puch mopeds. The success of these,
particularly the Maxi, led to the growth of his
business until he was running three retail
outlets. Even after he ‘re tired’ fro m this business,
he was still involved with Puch machines, supplying
spares and second-hand bikes to Maxi enthusiasts.
Jim was a long term member of the EACC and the
VMCC, an expert on Ariel as well as Puch, and the
author of several books about the motor cycle
industry.
Northamptonshire: Ray Paice 07799 662203 raypaice@aol.com
Norfolk: Dave Watson 01493 748249 07483 210625 david.watson9416@yahoo.co.uk
North East: Ron Paterson ronpaterson21@gmail.com ronpaterson21@gmail.com
South East Moped Enthusiasts:
Sharon Wikner 07771 705627 sharon.wikner@yahoo.com
Mike Follows 07887 950921 mike.j.follows@btinternet.com
Suffolk: Neil Morley neil.morley@btinternet.com
Mark Daniels, 01473 716817 mark.daniels975@btinternet.com
Wiltshire: Steve Hoffman 07891 251118 shffm@sky.com
Yorkshire: (The Rotherham Roamers): John Bann 01709 961434 mobymagic@gmail.com
A N Other Section: Anybody interested in starting a new section in their area? Please
contact Mr Secretary
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Events
Saturday 2nd April
EACC Lancashire Slow Riders April Fools Weekend Rides, at Whittingham and Goosnargh
near Preston, Lancashire. Camping available. More details on the LSR Facebook Page or
please contact Paul lancashireslowriders@gmail.com.
Sunday 10th April
The 17th Radar Run and Mopedjumble starts at Bromeswell Village Hall.
A superb circuit around Bawdsey peninsula with lots of historical interest details on the
course notes. The usual free pitches for jumble stands— call Paul on 01394 671222 to
allow him to set your spot in the hall. Jumble opens from 9:30am, run sets off at
11am. Everyone welcome. The Radar Run has an alternative, shorter route suitable for
cyclemotors.
The route sheets, map, and GPX tracks for this run are available on our documents page.
Sunday 24th April
S.E.M.E. North Downs Run. Meet at the Edenbridge Leisure Centre car park, TN8 5LU.
Run starts at 11:00am. Enjoy 38 miles of riding along the Kent and Surrey border area
with a pub stop at approximately half distance.
Can any potential participants text or phone Sharon on 07771 705627, or e-mail
sharon.wikner@yahoo.com for all information about the run?
24th April — FBHVC Ride it Day

In 2022, Drive it Day w ill again be ru n in su pport o f the NSPCC’s Childline.

Drive it Day 2021 raised over £40,000 for the Childline service through rally plate sales and
clubs holding their own events. This staggering amount shows what can be achieved
through the generous support of the Classic and Historical Vehicle Community.
Tuesday 17th May
S.E.M.E. The W ill it or W on’t I t Run.
Meet at the green in Brockham by the café RH3 7JS. The usual 11:00am start time and
enjoy a 34.5 mile ride out in some of Surrey’s most ench anting countryside.
For more information of this ride call or text Sharon on 07771 705627, or e-mail
sharon.wikner@yahoo.com.
Sunday 22nd May
The 40th Anniversary East Anglian Run starts at Iliffe Way, Stowmarket.
We’ll meet in the Iliffe W ay car p ark — as near as we can get to the starting point of the first
run. There is a toilet blo ck nearb y … and a Costa if anyo ne’s desp erate for a cof fee. The
run sets off at 11:00. There will be a drink stop at the Five Bells in Rattlesden. Then we
return to Stowmarket and the Osier Café at the Museum of East Anglian Life (or it may be
called The Food Museum by the time of the run). This is the oldest-established event in
our calendar: the first East Anglian run on 23rd May 1982 was the very first event staged
by t he EACC . W e’d like t he run to be held in the spirit of the origina l run of 40 ye ars ago so

please, if you can, come on an autocycle or a cyclemotor. There will be a shorter route
available for the cyclemotorists.
The route sheets and GPX tracks for this run are available soon on our documents page.
All welcome - free Day Membership if you’re not an EACC member.
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Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th June
EACC Lancashire Slow Riders at Heskin Staem Rally, at Malt Kiln Farn, Chorley, PR7 5QY
Friday 10th to Sunday 12th June
The sixth EACC Northern Camping Weekend at Hooton Lodge Farm camping and fishing
site, Kilnhurst Road, Rotherham, South Yorkshire, S65 4TE.
Sunday 12th June
Teenage Tantrum Run starting from Bruisyard Village Hall (IP17 2DX).
Sunday 26th June
S.E.M.E. South Downs Run.
Tuesday 12th July
S.E.M.E. The Whyteleafe L.P.A.
Sunday 24th July
S.E.M.E. The Run to Rye
Thursday 11th August
S.E.M.E. ‘The Marsh Ow lers’ Run
Saturday 13th August
Roger Romney Brown is organising a club display of cyclemotors at St Andrews Summer
Fête, Melton; this will be a small static display of motor assisted bicycles, ie: Cyclemaster,
Winged Wheel, Mini-Motor, etc. If you can help, please contact Roger on 07881 627 591.
Weekend 19th–21st August
EACC Lancashire Slow Riders Fylde Coast Rally
Sunday 4th September
Club stand at the 30th East Anglian Copdock Bike Show
Tuesday 6th September
S.E.M.E. The Pevensey Levels Run
Tuesday 27th September
S.E.M.E. The Mole Valley Run.
Dear Classic Motorcycle Enthusiast
I would like to introduce the Prickwillow Engine Museum (you may already know of us) we are
situated at Prickwillow, about 3 miles from Ely, Cambs CB7 4UN, a registered charity and dedicated to
preserving the history of the Fens and the engines that helped drained them, we have a collection of
large diesel engines all in working order, one of our exhibits was installed at our pumping station in the
ear ly 1920’ s, and is s till in working order today, although not actual pum pi ng anymor e, our other

engines were used in and around the area to drive pumps and keep the area from flooding. We also
have a very large static collection
of hand tools used in drainage, farming, and other local trades. Throughout the year we hold various
events, one of which is our Classic Motorcycle Show which this year is on Sunday May 15th. We
would like to invite you and your club members to attend and display their bikes, I have attached an
entry form for the event and hope you will include it
in your calendar, and please pass the entry form on to your members, we would love to see their
classics at the museum, and they will be made most welcome. Alternatively if your club would like to
have a ride over to the museum at another time we would be pleased to discuss this with you.
Kind Regards Ken Woods Prickwillow, Engine Museum.
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Section Notes
The Lancashire Slow Riders will be having a stand again this year. Held over the jubilee
bank holiday weekend 2nd-5th June. Heskin Steam Rally held over the jubilee weekend
this year so a 4 day event. Malt Kiln Farm, Tincklers Lane, Eccleston, Chorley, PR7 5QY.
The Lancashire Slow Riders will once again be holding a LSR/EACC stand for the full 4
days and you’re welcome to display your classic/vintage moped /bike on the stand.
Camping is available on site with good facilities and an excellent beer tent. And it’s fre e to
camp. Ride outs planned each day after the show.
Check the LSR facebook page for details or email us at lancashireslowriders@gmail.com
The LSR will be attending the Hundred End Lane Transport Show 10th June -12th
June Hundred End Lane , Hesketh Bank ,Lancashire PR4 6XL.
Ride outs planned Friday evening and Saturday 4.00pm around the west Lancashire lanes,
all very moped friendly routes. The show is free admission but a donation to local charities
is welcomed. Limited camping available free of charge. Great weekend with evening
entertainment and hotpot supper .see our facebook page events section for updates or
contact us at lancashireslowriders@gmail.com.
Lancashire Slow Riders section news .Not a lot happens during Jan-march, but we did
have a very successful indoor event at Manchester bike show. If the weather improves we
may do a few ad hoc rides and these will be posted on our fb page, maybe short notice.
We are still looking for a suitable venue to hold our monthly meetings and have a few
options but nothing confirmed yet. Paul Newton
Midshires Section
After a promising start to the Midshires section, about 3 years ago, we met regularly at the
Sywell Aviator Hotel but the numbers slowly dropped off to such an extent we had to give
up on regular evening meetings. I have no doubt that everyone had genuine reasons from
the messages I received but it was disappointing. However, 5 of us retired members have
refused to give up and we have been meeting for a lunchtime meeting at least once a
month throughout the Covid period, following the rules of course and it’s always good to go
to a pub! Shortly after 'Midshires' started we arranged a 42 mile ride out starting at the
beautiful Graham Water which was well supported by EACC members but only a few
members of our own section attended. Since then 4 of our 5 have been travelling around
the UK supporting and enjoying rally weekends. From Rotherham Roamers annual
weekend, where one "famous editor" had an unfortunate loss, to the Kent meet for the
annual challenge of Rye Hill. That event was well attended last year and had some 30
bikes as lined up for these photos on the Sunday before we all went home. We would be
more than happy to increase the numbers and recently I have been contacted by a couple
of people who are interested in joining us so we are trying to arrange meetings, whereby
those busy having to work for a living can join us. If we can get the numbers up we would
be interested in organising more formal group rides or maybe even our own rally weekend.
Ray Paice raypaice@aol.com

6

Event Reports
LANCASHIRE SLOW RIDERS / EACC EVENT AT MANCHESTER BIKE SHOW.
The On/Off Show. Each year for the past few years we get invited to attend this show,
ind oor eve nt at Manche ste r’s e ve nt city, Trafford Park. Last year we were all set to go and
org anised a sta nd, but the sho w was can ce lled due to the ‘C’. It was re arranged for later in
the year, but once again cancelled. So when a date was announced for Jan 2022, we
thought here we go again! I filled all the forms in and spoke a few times with the organiser,
but wasn ’t very con fid ent of the sh ow going ahead. We did n’t rea lly promote it t he way w e
normally do with our events, but quite a few members did show interest so we went ahead
and planned with fingers crossed. Luckily restrictions were lifted just before the event so
this made it a bit more popular .We had optimistically booked a stand x 4 that would hold
around 32 bikes , I think we had 24 booked in so the extra space gave us a bit more room
to erect a gazebo and have a table chairs etc. to gather around . At past events exhibitors
were allowed to camp in the unloading area or on the carpark , but this year it was not
allowed , so a few of booked into local hotels , the rest commuted each day .
Friday was set up day , most
of the booked in exhibitors
were there to help set up the
stand (some making numerous
trips back and forth to bring
more bikes) and Dave Watson
who had travelled all the way
from Norfolk the same day
with 2 bikes and a selection of
Villiers engines that he put out
on display. The LSR sponsors
Motocraft were allocated some
room on our stand to display
some of their bikes and on the
other side we had a great
selection of EACC mopeds
and bikes.
Saturday was very busy, and
the stand attracted lots of
attention. Dave Watson, who
took a position in his chair at
the entrance to our stand, was
certainly kept busy, with
questions about registering
mopeds and info about the
EACC as a club.
Sunday another very busy day, and again lots of interest in our stand, ours and one other
stand by John Burgess who had brought his own private collection were probably the only
ones that had on display vintage and classic mopeds and I think these appealed to many
who visited the show.
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Sunday was also judging day, I certain ly did n’t kn ow about this and wasn ’t expe cting a ny
recognition for our stand, we had some very fine looking machines on display but we were
competing with some exceptional bikes of real show quality, but we actually won 4 awards,
Dave Watsons Autocycle , Jon Kays Garelli , Terry O’B rians flat-tanker

and Motocraft the LSR sponsors, won an award for the best engineered bike for a bike he
had built himself . Also John Burgess won an award on his stand, so an excellent result for
all EACC members who attended the show.
Overall the show was a great success IMHO and one we would certainly attend again.
I would like to thank all involved for your help with everything from setting up the
stand ,attending and exhibiting , to guys who made numerous trips bringing bikes ,printing
off paperwork, transporting all the stand equipment ,all the advice and tips you gave me in
the buildup and to the EACC Club itself for all their support once again.

Paul Newton.

MANCHESTER BIKE SHOW 29-30 JANUARY 2022
Having been twice cancelled due to Covid lockdowns and restrictions, it's pretty certain
that it was a financial necessity for the organiser that it went ahead this time, although it
was dicey up until a week beforehand! Then, Mr. Johnson kindly lifted restrictions on all
indoor gatherings and the Show could go ahead without masks, distancing, or restrictions
on numbers. But it was still uncertain whether the crowds would turn out in January, in
Manchester, in the cold, in the rain. But they did - there was nothing else happening, apart
from shopping in the awful Trafford Centre next door!
The venue has been under a death sentence for the past couple of years, but still lives on
until a buyer can be found and signed up, and the Hall was decently full considering all the
circumstances.
The standout Stand
was, of course, the
EACC/Lancashire
Slow
Riders'
at
Stand C28, as was
reflected in the tally
of 4 awards spread
across a wide range
of categories. No
other Stand came
close! In keeping
with the ethos of the
Club
and
the
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Section, there was a wide and eclectic range of machines on show. The Manchester Bike
Show is not dedicated to any one branch of motorcycling, and there were traders in many
modern varieties and makes, electric motorcycles and scooters, clothing, accessories, as
well as individual entrants, plus of course classic and vintage machines. Although your
humble scribe, drifting about on the Sunday, only really noted the well -funded Velocette
stand, the EACC/LSR stand, and the collection of an individual from Crewe.
Stand C28 was split down the
middle, the right hand half devoted
to machines from Motocraft of
Wigan, sponsors of the LSR. The
custom-built Honda CX500 of Paul
Harrison, the proprietor, won the
award for best engineered machine
in show, a fitting acknowledgement
of his work and skill.
However, on the left half of the
stand, once you'd got past the bearded gent at the entrance scooping up potential new
members for the EACC, there was in the front corner, prominently positioned, a very nice
New Hudson Autocycle which so blinded the Judges with its shininess that they gave it an
award. Evidently, it had travelled all the way from Norfolk, so that effort was well rewarded.
Tucked away in the gloom at the back of the stand was a Mercury-framed Cyclemaster
with pillion pad and footrests, last seen in the NorthWest at the seafront in Lytham St
Annes a couple of years ago, in a different, carefree, pre-pandemic world. That too had
travelled from Norfolk, leading me to wonder when the rider had set off.
Back on the main line of the display was a Honda C105T, a 55cc forerunner from around
1962 of the CT range of trail bikes, with rare original frame bag. I'm not sure how many of
the visitors appreciated the significance of this machine in the development of what is
currently an increasingly popular model in the classic Honda lineup. I wasn't, but have
been educated since!
There were two or three of what I will cruelly refer to as the "usual suspects" (in that I have
seen them before at Steam Fairs and Vintage Rallies - but they are none the worse for
that!) including the grey French Onion Mobylette AV42 which should have won an award
for the Machine Most Heavily Promoted by its Owner, but there were also exhibits new to
my eyes. These included an honest Trojan Minimotor in a trade bike frame dressed as a
firewood vendor, and a much younger, award-winning Garelli moped belonging to the
same owner, Jon Kay. Alongside that, belonging to Ian Sissons was his Custom Francis
Barnett JDL Powerbike, with a striking red and black colour scheme, whitewall tyres, shorn
of mudguards, an LED headlamp, and to top it off, a brown saddle! I couldn't decide if this
was the Board Tracker version or the Cafe Racer edition! The exhaust, however, had not
been wrapped. I am assured that all modifications are reversible, so there's no need to get
upset!
At the end of the line was the French 1924 Automoto with 98cc Villiers power, exhibited by
Slow Rider Terry o'Brien, an unusual machine not, so far as I know, previously displayed,
and it attracted a lot of interest, and an award! Rightly so. It was in lovely condition,
appearing decently original but probably restored some time ago, but I have subsequently
wondered if the front forks and front end may have been changed and updated at some
earlier point in its life. This was the machine which I think I would have voted to take home.
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Lastly, the exhibit which I
completely and shamefully
overlooked was the Aspes
50 Cross reportedly from
1969 belonging to Nev
Hutton. Too modern and
gleaming to catch my
attention, but that was my
loss. I have since the Show
Googled it and find a make
with a notable competition
history
in
Motocross,
attracting
several
top
names in their day.
There's generally something to learn at a Show like this, and the Manchester Bike Show
was no exception. Given the relief and success of this year's event Organiser Andrew
Greenwood was considering repeating the exercise next year, at the same time of year,
assuming the Venue is still available. If all the stars align, it is likely that the Lancashire
Slow Riders will attend again. Who knows what machines might change hands or emerge
from sheds in the interim?

Peter Moore

The Wiltshire Whizzers at the Bristol Classic Bike Show 25-27 th March 2022
Although the Wiltshire Whizzers have attend ed the Bristol Classic Bike show a number of
times, part from the hiatus caused by Covid which closed the event for 2021, this has
never been done before by us as an independent group representing the EACC. Inevitably,
this meant starting from scratch in terms of display materials both in terms of design and
sourcing, as well as trying to pull together a sufficient number of individuals and their bikes
to ensure that we could produce a worthwhile display. Our Facebook site was a useful tool
in terms of communicating with a wider audience and quickly produced a number of
individuals willing to contribute both their bikes and their time over the course of the
weekend, including Dave Watson from Norfolk.
The application to Mortons for a stand at the show had been made a number of months
prior to the event, when both the Covid situation and the chance of it actually taking place
were still very much in doubt. Eventually it became clear that Bristol would happen and this
coincided with us being invited to have a stand. We were able, relatively quickly, to pull
together a total of 20 bikes varying in age and type. However, the last few weeks leading
into the show were plagued by vehicle issues that created a level of anxiety as to the
actual numbers we would be able to provide were chopped and changed on an almost
daily basis. Eventually we were able to field a confirmed 16 bi kes, together with Dave ’s
static Villiers engine display.
Arriving on the Friday setting up day, our initial
concerns that the rather unusual 12 wide by 4
metres deep stand would cause the bikes and
engines available to disappear without trace
were soon proven incorrect. A few hours were
spent trying to work out the best way to organise
the bikes and the banners, but we managed to
produce something reasonably presentable.
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The video produced by Rob Little
displaying on the TV behined
Denni’s NSU Qu ickly – owned by
Dennis since 1962

Trestle tables pro vided by Ge off’s village
hall and an example of the second
vertical drop banner.
We had been placed in what was known
as the Exmoor hall, a little away from the
main event spaces and formally used by
Bonhams for their auctions of the course
of the show weekend. We had wondered
if that menat that few people would
actually make it to the stand as they
would not be aware of it being
repurposed.
However,
despite
a
relatively slow start, I am please to say
that over the course of the weekend lots
of people dropped by and many
conversations were had relating to both the machinery on display, together with joining the
Wilthsire Whizzers Facebook group and the EACC.
The weather stayed fair, which helped considerably co nsidering most of the halls lack
anything much in the way of heating and we all had plenty of opportunity to wander around
the many and diverse stands at the show. This inevitably included the strade stands where
many of us were looking for specific bike related bits and pieces. The show was perhaps
less well attended than in previous years,but given the circumstances, it was most definitly
worthwhille making the effort to attend
Inevitably, over the course of the weekend and especially towards its end, thoughts and
conversations turned towards had it been a success. Of course we all felt there was still
plenty of room for improvement, but given that this was a first effort, set up on a limited
budget, over a short period of time, I would say very much yes, and we will be back again
in 2023.
I would also like to thank all those who took part for all their unstinting work and effort to
make it a success. I would also like to thank Dave Watson for travelling such a huge
distance to attend, as well as his advise and company over the course of the weekend,
togething with bringing his award winning HEC autocycle.
Steve Hoffmann
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Autocycle ABC
15: New Hudson
New Hudson built motor cycles from 1903 until the early 1930s, when the company
changed to the manufacture of Girling brakes. New Hudson also produced an extensive
range of pedal cycles. Early in 1940 they returned to powered two wheelers with an
autocycle, but the New Hudson autocycle is chiefly remembered as a post-war
machine. This is probably because the later models were the most popular of all the
autocycles and New Hudson continued autocycle production much later than any of its
competitors did.
The autocycle was launched in March 1940 and was powered by the Villiers JDL engine. It
was unsprung and had no engine covers but was otherwise typical of a JDL -powered
autocycle.

When production recommenced after the war New Hudson had become part of the cycle
division of BSA. For 1948, the machine was fitted with pressed steel blade girder forks,
plus engine shields and other detail improvements.
The New Hudson was one of the cheapest autocycles available— priced at £48 17s 11d for
1948. In 1949 the New Hudson, in common with other makes of Villiers-engined
autocycle, was red esigned to accommodate Villiers ’s new 2F engine. Apart from the wheel
size, the appearance remained much as before as the alterations were hidden by the
engine shields. In this form, the machine ran on for some years. There were, however,
several minor variations in the 2F powered models throughout the years. The initial colour
scheme was black with red panels on the fuel tank lined in gold. For 1953 this changed to
all green with cream tank panels and the following year to maroon with cream
panels. 1955 models reverted to the green colour scheme. The front fork started off with
pressed steel blades but these were changed to tubular blades around 1955. There were
also variations in handlebars, levers, pedals etc; many of these variations seem to have
been determined by the availability of components rather that deliberate design changes.
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In May 1956, the machine was revamped the 2F engine remained as before but the frame
was amended to make it easier for the rider to mount. The shape of the fuel tank and the
side panels was new and much more modern, while the chains were well enclosed. Both
leg shields and a windscreen were available as options. A new headlight was used and
the rear rack had been redesigned; in the run up to the launch of the new machine, these
two features had been used on the older style of autocycle.

This ‘Re -styled’ New Hudso n was an attempt to update the old design, giving it an
appearance more akin to the mopeds that were rapidly taking over from the autocycles. At
this time, most of the other makes of autocycle were disappearing from the market in the
face of the moped onslaught. The New Hudson continued to be sold until 1958, but that
year saw the end of the Villiers 2F engine, so the New Hudson also left the market.
In all, about 24,000 New Hudson autocycles were produced: 5,000 JDL machines, 14,000
of the earlier 2F design and 5,000 ‘Re -styled’ models.
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Autocycle ABC
16: Norman
Norman Cycles Ltd of Ashford, Kent was a pedal cycle manufacturer that entered the
motor cycle arena in 1938 with both an autocycle and a 125cc motor cycle. The autocycle
was called the ‘Motobyk’ and followed the usu al pattern of a Villiers Ju nior powere d
machine. It was unsprung and had the smaller style of fuel tank like many other pre-war
autocycles. A back-pedal brake was available as an option. The basic model Motobyk
cost 17gns in 1938. In 1939 Norman changed over to the Junior de Luxe engine and also
introduce d a trad esm an’s model (t he Carrier Motobyk). Production of the Motobyk
continued during the war with a batch of 230 being built for the War Office.

1941 Norman Motobyk
The Norman factory was also responsible for building Rudge autocycles during the early
war years.
After the war the Motobyk remained in production until 1949, costing £53 6s 9d in 1948. It
was not fitted with engine covers but these were available as an extra. Also, in the
immediate post-war years, Norman continues to produce further examples of the Rudge
autocycle but, with no rights to the Rudge name, these were branded as Norman.

1945 Norman made from Rudge components.
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1948 Norman Motobyk
In 1949 The Junior de Luxe engined Motobyk was replaced by a 2F version: the Model C.

1949 Norman Model C
This continued in production for several years until it was withdrawn in 1957, having been
effectively replaced by the Sachs -powere d ‘Nippy’ moped that had been intro duce d at the
end of 1955.
Rambler
Rambler autocycles were the same as Norman autocycles, Rambler was a name used by
Norman on its export models.
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Petrol Tank: Repairing Pin Holes and More!
I bought a bike last year where the petrol tank had been repaired with fibreglass / resin to
fill some holes, plus some small rust spots turned out to be pin holes (it was a good price
and the rest was in lovely condition so I took the risk). Now the bike in question is
Jap anese fro m the 80’s so I hope yo u don’t
mind it’s found its way into the MAC but the

repair method I used, was fairly simple to do
yourself and I am hoping it will be permanent
– the principle will apply to other steel petrol
tanks. Oh, and Dave was desperate for
content this time, so you only have yourselves
to blame for not sending him articles, leaving
him ro om for…
… the Pink Gag or to be correct a Suzuki
RB50 from 1986.

Tanks are pretty rare for this bike, so repair
was the only option.
In the next image, you can see that the
ethanol in the petrol has started to expand
and push out the original resin repair.

After some Google research, watching
YouTube videos and reading some
forums, there are a few different ways to
repair a tank. Some might weld / braise
in new metal, some suggested solder
and some just to line the tank. Straight
away I ruled out the welding / braise
approach as beyond my current skills
and after cleaning up some of the tank,
lining on its own would have struggled with some of the holes, so that left soldering. Again
more research and there were 2 options lead (soft) solder or silver solder, with an acid flux.
I would also need to upgrade my trusty Weller electronics soldering iron, to some thing that
could pack some heat! After yet more research, I decided to go the silver solder route, and
so purchased some Warton ACTIVE8 Acid Cored solder of 96.5% Tin, 3.5% Silver
(
https://cpc.farnell.com/warton/activ8-1-2mm-100g/solder-wire-acid-cored-1-2mm100g/dp/SD02793 ) and a large 200W soldering iron, also from CPC Farnell
(
https://cpc.farnell.com/multicomp-pro/mp740102/soldering-iron-200w-240vuk/dp/SD02511 ). Added to this I bought some plumbers flux from Screwfix
( https://www.screwfix.com/p/fernox-powerflow-flux-100g/239pp ) a cork sanding block and
120 grit Emery cloth.
A quick rub down showed the extent of the damage on both lower edges and also the pin
holes.
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Step 1:
Clean up the affected areas to bare
metal. Then for the pin holes I used a
straight pointed pick tool to open the
hole a little which also removed the
small amount of rust in the hole.

Step 2:
I used a Dremmel with a round burr
tool
to
clean
and
slighytly
countersink the pin holes. This gives
a little well for the solder to sit in.
For the larger holes along the bottom
edge, I carefully pushed in around
the edge of the hole to chamfer it,
again to give the solder a better seat.

Step 3:
I took the Screwfix flux and applied
to each hole then with the soldering
iron, working one hole at a time, I
melted the flux so it cleaned the
metal a ro und the hole…

Step 4:
…then got the so lder and filled the

hole. I used enough solder so it
flowed onto the bare steel and was
slightly raised. This can take some
practice – I did initially practice with
an old gash tank Martin Naggs lent
me � I then repeated with the next
hole.
With the larger holes I flowed the
solder around the chamfered edge
and gradually made the hole smaller
until I co uld “w ick ” the melted solder
over the smaller hole.
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Step 5:
Clean the old flux
off
with
some
solvent of choice,
then
with
the
emery cloth on the
cork block, gently
rub down until a
nice smoth finish is
achived.
It's probably a little hard to see in these images, but I was really pleased with the result,
especially as it was my first time trying. Below you can see the the result of the larger filled
holes.
Obviously the tank will have to be
painted, so I did give it a quick layer of
rattle can primer to stop any flash
rusting.
Love it or loathe it, with this tank there
were so many holes, I have decided to line it (Caswell clear has been recommended https://www.caswelleurope.co.uk/caswell-clear-fuel-tank-sealer-up-to-15-litres/ but there
are others ). As a precursor to that I did a de-rust with Flowliner Bio-Rust
( https://cwylde.co.uk/product/flowliner-bio-rust-rust-remover/ ) which worked well. It isn’t
an acid type remover which I preferred, but even so, the rust it removed caused another 4
or 5 small pin holes to appear, which I repaired in the same way, so it was worth doing for
that. Once those were fixed, leaving that in the tank for another 12 hours also proved to me
the tank was also finally leak free.
That is where I am now, the next stage is finding someone to try and match and paint the
pearlescent Pink paint! I had wanted a Gag bike since seeing them at the BMF in around
1990, and am happy with this one, as since new in 1986, it has only done 1000 miles and
the rest of the bike was like
new, but you can see what
damage ethonol in petrol
can do, if it it left for longer
periods.
It wasn’t necessa ra rily the

colour
I
would
have
choosen ( my 11 year old
daughter loves it though! ),
but the condition for the
price was too good not too,
plu s I’m 6’3 ” - people were
going to laugh anyway!

Robert Bird
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Edited Highlights from Federation News Issue 1, 2022
These notes are presented as simplified highlights of key topics. Further detail can be
found in Federation News itself, all copies of which are available at
https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/newsletter-archive
In case of doubt the definitive version is that published in the magazine.
Clean Air Zones/Low Emission Zones
CAZ and LEZ continue to be introduced across the country and we are pleased to report
that there are no nasty surprises and that the agreed historic vehicle exemptions are being
applied without problems. Bradford has announced a postponement of their scheme.
Similarly the roll-out of the zones in the major Scottish cities is proceeding as expected
with periods of grace before fines are imposed.
We continue to monitor the trial or projected quiet roads restrictions in Somerset and
Cornwall but there are no significant developments. Representations from local residents
are likely to be more effective at this stage than those from a national body like FBHVC.
Sale of Used Vehicle Parts
The promised FAQs on this topic are still awaited from the Environment Agency although
they have made it clear that their intention is not to restrict the sale of historic vehicle parts.
Importing Vehicles from Jersey
Member club Historic Commercial Vehicle Society (HCVS) have shared some useful
guidance from HMRC concerning the import of vehicles from Jersey.
Vehicle Insurance (Vnuk case)
The Private Members Bill to resolve this matter in the UK post-Brexit is making good
progress through Parliament and we are optimistic it will pass into law before too long.
Highway Code Revision
The amendments which were circulated for comment last year are about to come into
force. The publicity accompanying this has generated much negative media comment
which would have been more usefully expressed during the consultation period. The
FBHVC view was that regardless of our opinion of the actual revisions they did not impact
on historic vehicles any more than any other and as such we offered no comment.
HPI Report
We are probably all familiar with HPI reports on used vehicles as a valuable check on the
vehicles history and a precaution against outstanding HP payments etc. However the
FBHVC received troubling information from a member concerning his 1932 car where HPI
were apparently unable to avoid confusion with a number of other vehicles and as a result
had produced an unhelpful and negative report. According to HPI this is because their
system is designed around the use of 17 character VIN which are truly unique whilst the
car in question, quite typically for 1932, had a four digit chassis number.
DVLA Service
As a spin off fro m the DVLA Histo ric Vehicle User Group F BHVC now receive the ’Yo ur
DVLA’ newsletter and w e learn from this that although the Agency is still working under

some imposed restrictions because of Covid, their service is returning to normal thanks to
leasing additional office space, employing extra staff and similar measures. The much
publicised backlog of driving licences is now cleared and other backlogs of paper
transactions are being addressed.
DVLA Issues
We are receiving a relatively large number of queries and problems relating to DVLA and
historic vehicle registration. Where these require information or guidance from DVLA they
are being addressed in turn as it is not reasonable or sensible to submit them all together.
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Additionally we continue to press for resolutions to some long-standing difficulties. It is not
useful to provide step-by-step reports of these activities but any conclusions of general
interest will be shared via FBHVC News.
Historic Tax Class
We believe that some of the guidance provided on the gov.uk website concerning the
eligibility of lorries and/or ex-military vehicles for the historic tax class may be incorrect.
This has been queried with DVLA and we await their response.
DVLA by Numbers
A page of st atistics fro m ‘Y our DVLA’ is reprod uc ed to re mind us not only of the va st scale
of the Agency’s op erat ion but also what a ti ny part of it relates to historic vehicles.

FBHVC
th
Drive It Day/Ride It Day Sunday 24 April 2022 in support of Childline®. Full details in
Federation News or at www.driveitday.co.uk
FBHVC Job Vacancy - Club News Editor. If you love historic vehicles, would like to
review the many club magazines and newsletters we receive each month and provide
condensed snippets of this information to the Federation membership, this voluntary job
could be for you! To find out more, please contact Emma in the office via
secretary@fbhvc.co.uk or 01708 223111.
Carbon Balancing Scheme for Historic Vehicles
To help our movement to thrive in the coming years and retain the freedoms we currently
enjoy, FBHVC announces a carbon balancing scheme for historic vehicles in partnership
with Tree-V. This can apply to clubs, events or individual vehicles. More details at
https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/news/article/fbhvc-launch-carbon-balancing-scheme-for-historicvehicles
Other interesting articles include –
The great efforts being made by clubs, event organisers and museums to reinstate the
activities we were used to before the pandemic. Many useful website links are provided.
Also featured is a new link to allow Clubs to enter details of their event directly on to the
calendar on the Fe dera tio n webs ite. A fina l link is for the FIVA ‘Guid e for res ponsible use
of historic vehicles’, which is valuable rea ding for a ll competitors .

An introduction from heritage digitisation experts Genus following their presentation at Club
Expo
A report on the Club Triumph Round Britain Run
An explanation from the Federations insurance partner, Peter James Insurance, of Breach
of Copyright or Defamation. FBHVC will add ‘Esse ntial Gu ide on Copyrigh t’ to their ran ge
of essential guides very soon.
Remember the complete Federation
https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/newsletter-archive

News
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magazine

can

be

found

at

For Sale
Power Pak 1953 Synchromatic
Drive Model
Full Personally known History of
Owner from new
Has always been kept in good
working order & now fitted to a
Show Display Bike.
Delivery may be possible
£850.00
Contact Owen an early Club
member 01480212426
Cambridgeshire
Email
oj.lynne@hotmail.co.uk ..can
send more photo's to view.

Wanted
My name is Andrew Barrow. I am a former EACC member (approx 2010 -2011) from
Canada. I have what I believe to be a Cyc-Auto "Model A" autocycle from the first year of
manufacture (Wallington Butt engine, prior to Villiers or Scott). I am looking for some closeup photos of a few of the pieces that mine is missing. Would you know anyone you could
put me in contact with who owns a Wallington Butt model and could help me? Or better still
has spares? Thanks kindly, Andrew andrew.barrow@gmail.com
McKenzie/Hobart 170cc 2-Stroke 1922, 60mmBore size. Wanted:- An oversize piston, or
a decent barrel and piston, consider complete engine cash paid. Derek 01159 231191
……………………………………………

Coming soon!
Services I can offer.
Cylinder Head Fin Repair.
Tig Welding
Mig Welding
Custom Exhausts
Basic Aluminium Casting
Steel and Aluminum Fabrication
Milling and Lathe Work
Motorcycle Work
Sam Cook - Felixstowe (Suffolk)
07903342296
Martin G will be assisting Sam in providing us with some technical articles of his
services available.
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